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June 1, National Human Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK), Plans to Develop a 
Roadmap for the Improvement of Human Rights in North Korea 
National Human Rights Commission of Korea (NHRCK) announces its plan to develop a mid-
term roadmap for the improvement of human rights in North Korea following the 
recommendations from the researches on issues related to human 
 
June 1, Human Rights Monitoring Group Composed of People with Disabilities 
Persons with disabilities to monitor discrimination practices and obstacles regarding their 
right to vote during the election campaigns prior to local elections on June 3, 2010. 
 
June 1, Stop the Four-River Project, A Buddhist Monk Self-immolated 
A Buddhist monk named Munsu burned himself to death on May 31. His suicide note 
demands the government to stop the four-river project and to care for the people of all 
classes, not just the rich. 
 
June 7, Do They Believe They Can Occupy MBC by Taking Disciplinary Actions Against a 
Large Number of Unionists? 
Suspension of Munhwa Broadcasting Company (MBC) union’s general strike was followed 
by the company’s decision to terminate the union leader Lee Geun-haeng and take 
disciplinary actions against over one hundred union members. MBC’s thirty-nine-day long 
walkout was a reaction to the appointment of MBC’s new president, Choi See-joong who is 
widely known as the President Lee Myung-bak’s mentor. 
 
June 8, The Right to Veto is Added as a New Clause to the “Stop and Search” Rule 
The National Police Agency accepted NHRCK’s concern for possible violation of human rights 
with an addition of another clause to ensure citizens’ right to refuse “stop and search” law. 
 
June 14, NHRCK: “The Abuse of Handcuffs by Police is the Violation of Human Rights” 
The NHRCK recommends the police not to abuse handcuffs on grounds of suspicion to 
escape, and those policemen responsible for such human rights violations are to receive 
special human rights education. 
 
June 14, Those Who Question the Government’s Investigation Result of the Cheonan 
Sinking Incident Indiscriminately Taken to the Police Station 
The police indiscriminately took college students who distributed fliers questioning the 
government’s official investigation statement about the Cheonan Sinking Incident. Some 
criticize the police and investigation departments for restricting the freedom of expression, 
arguing that this is the act of human rights violation. 
 
June 15, One out of Seven Elders is Abused at Home 
One out of seven elders is abused at home while benefits for them are shrinking rapidly 
according to research from the Korean Institute for Health and Social Affairs released today. 
 
June 15, In Order to Root Out Child Rape 
The Seoul Metropolitan Board of Education passed a 3.4 billion won ($2.8 million) budget 
bill on placing school zone patrols on holidays as well as on weekdays, immediately 
following the eight-year-old child rape incident on June 7. 
 
June 16, NHRCK Accuses Police Officers at Yangcheon of Torturing Criminal Suspects 
The NHRCK disclosed that torturing criminal suspects still prevails in police investigation. 
According to the NHRCK, 32 criminal suspects were interrogated and 22 of them were 
tortured or subject to physical abuse during interrogation between August 2009 and March 
of this year. 
 
June 17, Abroad, an Ordinary NGO Act, In Korea, an Act of Benefitting the Enemy 
The Korean government accuses the People’s Solidarity for Participatory Democracy (PSPD) 
of acting in the interest of the enemy, criticizing the NGO for submitting a letter which raises 
suspicions about the cause of the Cheonan sinking to the UN Security Council. The PSPD is 
now under the Prosecutor Office’s investigation. 
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June 21, Marzuki Darusman appointed Special Rapporteur on human rights in the DPRK 
Mr Marzuki Darusman, former Indonesian attorney general appointed as the new Special Rapporteur on the situation 
of human rights in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), taking over from Vitit Muntarbhorn from 
Thailand who was the first Special Rapporteur for the last 6 years. 
 
June 23, Police Officers Accused of Torturing Criminal Suspects Arrested 
Four police officers at Yangcheon police station in Seoul were arrested on charge of torturing criminal suspects such 
as thefts and drug dealers. 
 
June 23, NHRCK Accuses a Director of the Facility for the People with Disabilities 
NHRCK accused the director of the facility for the people with disabilities who has been abusing and exploiting the 
people with disabilities for his own economic benefit. NHRCK strongly advised the closure of the facility, in accordance 
with the ‘Ban on Discrimination and Harassment’ rule of the Disability Discrimination Act passed on April, 2008. 
 
June 27, Child Rape in Broad Daylight, Again. 
A seven-year-old daughter of migrant workers was raped by a man appeared to be in his thirties. 
 
June 28, NHRCK Advised to Broadcast Propaganda to North Korea? 
NHRCK advised the government departments such as the Ministry of Unification to broadcast propaganda to North 
Korea by the use of the scattering of fliers, loudspeakers, and electronic display boards. There were opposing voices 
within the NHRCK, and they decided to leave this issue unresolved and discuss it at another time. 
 
July 29, Debated Amendment of “Freedom of Assembly and Demonstration” Decided to beq Nullified 
The government decided to annul a debated Amendment of the “Freedom of Assembly and Demonstration.” As a 
result of this decision, nighttime outdoor assemblies will be permitted starting on July 1. 
 
June 30, Chemical Castration, the Ideal Shield Against Sexual Assaults or the Poisonous Arrow to Human Rights? 
National Assembly passed a law concerning “medical treatment to control sex drive of the sex offenders” on June 29. 
The Ministry of Law, conscious of the human rights implication of the issue, focused that the so-called “chemical 
castration” measure is “more like a treatment than a punishment.” 
 
June 30, All Elementary Schools in Seoul Will Adopt “Free Meals Plan” Beginning Next Year 
Beginning next year, every elementary school in Seoul is expected to provide free lunch for students. 
 
July 1, Electronic Viewfinder Capable of Visually Searching People Naked Can Violate Human Rights 
NHRCK advised the Ministry of Land not to install the electronic viewfinder that can scan naked bodies of people, 
expressing concern that the machine’s potential threat to basic human rights is significantly high. 
 
July 1, The Prime Minister’s Office’s Illegal Inspection on a Civilian—and Unsolved Mysteries 
The prime minister’s office is accused of having been illegally inspected on a civilian named Kim Jong-ik who posted 
on his blog a video image of slander against President Lee Myung-bak and his policies. It seems that Mr. Kim is not the 
only victim of the illegal government inspection. 
 
July 1, Age Limit of the KBS Comedian Recruitment Examination—Unfair! 
NHRCK commented on the age limit of the KBS Comedian Recruitment Examination that only allows the applicants of 
age between 18 and 30 to apply for the exam. NHRCK officially said this is a violation of the law against age 
discrimination, advising KBS to rectify it. 
 
July 1, NHRCK: “Imprisoned Suspects Should Have Right to Food on Time” 
When Mr. Kim who was taken to the police station for suspect investigation had to wait till midnight for dinner, he 
called “starving suspects in the name of police investigation” “a clear human rights violation” and filed the case to the 
NHRCK. NHRCK advised the related police station and the Prosecutor’s Office to provide food on time to suspects 
during investigation. 
 
July 1, The First Legal Nighttime Outdoor Assembly Held 
The first “legal” nighttime outdoor assemblies were held on July 1 as major political parties failed to agree on a 
revision to a related clause of the assembly law. 
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July 5, The Court Dismissed the Arrest Warrant issued toward the MBC union leader, 
Lee Geun-haeng 
The arrest warrant issued toward Lee Geun-haeng was dismissed by the court. 
 
July 7, “Student Human Rights Ordinance,” 76% of Schoolteachers are Against it 
According to statistics provided by the Korean Federation of Teachers’ Association 
(KFTA), 76% of 446 schoolteachers in Seoul are against adoption of the “Student 
Human Rights Ordinance,” which includes prohibition of corporal punishment, 
liberalization of the hair code, permission of in-school student assemblies, and more. 
 
July 7, Controversy over the “KBS Blacklist,” The Comedy of this Age 
A comedian Kim Mihwa questioned on her twitter whether the reason she cannot 
appear on TV anymore is because of the existence of so-called “KBS blacklist.” KBS, 
now on strike, accused Kim of libel. 
 
July 9, Half of the Sexual Harassment Cases Occur at Workplaces; Two out of Three 
Perpetrators are Bosses 
 
July 9, NHRCK: “Overcrowded Prison Cell is a Violation of the Human Rights” 
NHRCK stated that accommodating three prisoners in 3.3m2 cell or smaller is a 
violation of human rights. 
 
July 12,  People with Leukemia or Epilepsy Can Now Become Government Employees 
The Ministry of Public Administration and Security arranged an amendment of the 
physical code for the recruitment of government employees, and sent out notice that 
the amendment will be legalized. Those who lost qualification simply because of the 
health complications such as heart failure, leukemia, and epilepsy will now have an 
opportunity to become government employees. 
 
July 12, A Hastened International Marriage Took the life of a Vietnamese Bride 
A young 20-year-old Vietnamese bride named Thach Thi Hoang Ngoc was killed by her 
husband on July 8. The husband has been treated for mental conditions 57 times over 
the past 8 years, but the international marriage agency that put this marriage through 
did not provide this information to the bride. 
 
July 12, Samsung Offered Several Hundred Million in Return for Canceling Industrial 
Accident Suit 
Samsung offered several hundred million to the family who lost a 23-year-old daughter 
in an industrial accident in return for cancellation of a legal suit the family filed. 
Several more cases like this where Samsung paid money to cover up the incident were 
revealed. 
 
July 14, A Judge Bombarding Rough Words on the Court 
“How dare you speak up? You, divorced woman, keep your mouth shut,” said a judge 
in his late forties to a 57-year-old woman who tried to answer the judge’s question.  

 
July 14, NHRCK’s Silence and Hesitation over Significant Human Rights Issues 
Park Joomin, a lawyer of the Jurists’ Organization including Lawyers for a Democratic 
Society (Minbyun), argued NHRCK is not pulling its own weight since the appointment 
of Hyun Byung-chul. He especially pointed to the Yongsan Incident, PD Notebook and 
Lawyer Park Won-soon’s libel incident. 
 
July 14, Leftover Rice to be Used in a North Korea Aid Project 
While the government announced to turn part of the 1.4 million ton leftover rice into 
animal feed, the voice to send the leftover rice to the North Korea is spreading among 
agricultural organizations, religious organizations, political circles, and reunification 
organizations. 

▲ Murdered Vietnamese Bride Thach Thi Hoang Ngoc 
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A 45 year-old adjunct professor of 10 years committed 
suicide by carbon monoxide poisoning in his home on 
May 25. The man, Dr. Suh had been an adjunct professor 
for Chosun University.  
 
As reported by Hankyoreh News, his 5-page will, written 
to South Korean President Lee Myung-bak, criticized the 
corrupt process of hiring tenure-track professors and the 
lack of job security. His will elaborates that during his 10-
year attempt to be hired as a tenure-track professor, he 
was timelessly asked to pay nearly 60 to 100 million won 
($50,000-$85,000) for employment.  
 
A former colleague of Dr. Suh mentioned that, “It is a 
well-known  secret  that  monetary  payment  for 
professorship is one of the last requirements to be hired. 
Through this incident the treatment and hopelessness of 
part-time lecturers as well as the corruption amongst 
professors needs to be revealed.”  Unfortunately for Dr. 
Suh, he didn't have the economic ability to pay the cost 
for a professorship.  
 
In 2008, an opinion poll by Kyosu News reported that 
54.6% of professors hired were done in an unjust way. 
Adjunct professors,  often called part-time lecturers, 
consist  of  professional  lecturers  usually  with  Ph.D 
degrees or are graduate teaching assistants. As many 
schools have lost funding over the recent years due to 
economic backlash, the number of part-time lecturers 
has increased. It has been reported that more than half 
of all teaching faculty members in South Korean post-
secondary institutions are adjunct professors or part-
time lecturers with nearly 52% of the group not covered 
by health insurance, pension, or unemployment benefits.  
 
In an interview with the Korea Human Rights Foundation, 
an  anonymous  part-time  lecturer  at  a  well-known 
university in Seoul stated that, “it must be frustrating 
remaining at school as a part-timer without any promise 
despite years of education, and a suitable diploma. What 
I think we should do is to reduce part-timers and increase 
full-time jobs such as adjunct professor positions so that 
fewer people would suffer from being insecure about 
what they do. It might be controversial where a part-
time lecturer's job might be at stake but it would bring a 
more positive outcome for people who have committed 
their  lives  to  academia  as  both  schools  and  the 
government  can  provide  them  with  better  work 
conditions.”  
  

On 27 May, while laying the remains of Dr. Suh into a 
crypt, his older brother expressed that, “It's a pity that 
my  younger  brother  couldn't  become  a  professor 
because he didn't have the bribe money.” While working 
as an adjunct professor for a public university in Gwangju 
for 10 years, Dr. Suh earned 34,000 won ($27) per hour 
and worked 10 hours a week which equaled to an 
average salary of 1.4 million won per month ($1,133) to 
support a family of four.  
  
This is not the first incident of part-time lecturers 
expressing their grievances in extreme acts. Since 1998, 
there have been 9 similar incidences. In June 2004, the 
National Human Rights Commission of Korea expressed 
that "part-time lecturers in post-secondary institutions 
compared to full-time lecturers are discriminated in 
working conditions, not guaranteed 'teacher' status, and 
adequate wages without a rational explanation which 
constitutes as a violation of equality." Part-time lecturers 
have also voiced their opinion on the violation of equality 
as workers who aren’t guaranteed the rights outlined 
above. 
 
Lecturers  in  South  Korea  have  historically  been 
oppressed  since  the  Park  Chung-hee  presidential 
administration in 1977. As the first president Rhee 
Syngman was ousted from office through a student-led 
uprising, the authoritarian rule of Park Chung-hee kept 
students and teachers who helped instigate the uprising 
under tight surveillance. As a punitive measure, lecturers 
were demoted in status which has prolonged and 
manifested into incidents such as this. 
 
The South Korean National Assembly submitted a bill on 
7 September 2007 as recognition to reform the current 
standards of part-time lecturers which has been left on 
the back burner with no suggestions of bringing it back to 

Post Doctorates Vulnerable to Exploitation 

 The Will of Dr. Suh. Yonhap News (cbebop@yna.co.kr) 

Tues June 7  
By Mirae Kang 
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The “Yongsan Tragedy” is a story of human rights, and yet 
for over a year, the incident continues to remain an issue 
of discovering the culprit. It is a pivotal situation that 
represents the status of human rights in Korea—the right 
to  adequate  housing,  secure  livelihood,  and  non-
discrimination.  
 
Before the “Yongsan Tragedy,” the Lee administration 
promulgated the “New Town” policy—the official name 
for a redevelopment plan—and designated construction 
places including the Yongsan district. The policy aimed at 
supporting  real  estate  and  preventing  economic 
stagnation however, it has become problematic over time 
due to its human rights violations, namely forceful eviction 
and demolition. 
 
In reaction to the unfair loss of homes and businesses, the 
residents evicted appealed to the Yongsan District office 
for  appropriate protection.  Unfortunately, during the 
appeal process private security officers, hired by the 
construction companies, physically assaulted these people 
and blocked entry into the district office. In response, an 
alliance of 50 Yongsan tenants and small business owners 
built and occupied the observation tower on the rooftop 

of Namyang building and protested against the forced 
evictions. 
 
In a clash between the police and protesters on January 20, 
2009, 5 tenants and a policeman were killed while 26 
tenants were injured severely. As the clash intensified, the 
government dispatched 1,500 policemen, including anti-
terror units, to disperse the protesters. 
  
On June 1, the Seoul High Court sentenced 9 Yongsan 
protesters to 4-5 years in jail on charges of killing one 
policeman and injuring citizens with combustible material. 
Whereas, 15 policemen accused of committing an illegal 
crackdown were acquitted by the court. After the decision, 
the  bereaved families immediately  appealed to the 
Supreme Court for a retrial. 
 
In an interview with the Korea Human Rights Foundation, 
co-president of Justice for Yongsan Evictees Park Rae-gun 
stated that, “The court’s ruling was clearly biased and 
ignored the evictees’ suffering, it was a political decision 
not on the basis of law, justice and conscience.” Moreover, 
in another interview with Hankyoreh News he stated that 
“some of the conservative newspapers criticized us as 

“Yongsan Tragedy,” 
a Wake-Up Call on Human Rights 

Tues June 8 
 By In Wan Cho 
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Park Rae-gun, co-president of Justice for Yongsan Evictees 
and permanent activist of Sarangbang Group for Human 
Rights, has been a leader and beacon for  human rights 
activists for over 23 years. Devoting his entire life to human 
rights,  he has always  fought for  the disadvantaged and 
marginalized people in South Korea. After being linked with 
an illegal rally in the Yongsan 4th redevelopment region in 
September 2009, he turned himself in to the police on January 
11, 2010, and was acquitted after four months in jail. We at 
the Human Rights Monitor requested Park rae-gun, for an 
interview to express his opinions on the high court’s recent 
decision on the Yongsan protesters. 

Why help find justice for the victims of the “Yongsan 
Tragedy”? 
The “Yongsan Tragedy” was a major catastrophe that 
resulted in many injuries and 6 deaths. In a human rights 
perspective it was not just an accident, but a stark 
violation of civil rights. As a human rights activist I was 
naturally drawn to this issue which dealt with the right to 
housing, forced eviction, and police brutality. 

‘outside forces,’ but solidarity in the interest of human 
rights is fundamental and a right.” 
 
In line with Park’s interview, during the tenth session of 
the Human Rights Council, the Asian Forum for Human 
Rights and Development explained that most of the 
protesters were inhabitants who had been forced out of 
their  homes  and  businesses  in  the  name of  Seoul 
redevelopment  plan—a  failed  plan  to  beautify  and 
improve  the  living  conditions  for  residents.  In  the 
statement,  Forum-Asia  demanded  to  perceive  the 
protesters as “victims of forced eviction,” not “urban 
terrorists.” 
 
In the process of eviction, the government officials neither 
provided sufficient prior notifications to the tenants and 
business owners nor established meaningful negotiations. 
Furthermore,  they  conducted  most  of  the  eviction 
processes at night or during the winter. Many victims 
testified  in  the  Korea  Herald  that,  “sledgehammer-
wielding ‘gangsters’  hired by construction companies 
showed up at their businesses and smashed everything to 
pieces.”  
 
However, the National Human Rights Commission of Korea 
(NHRCK) has been rather reluctant to seek solutions or 
comment on the court’s decision. According to Hankyoreh, 
despite the agreement of seven out of ten commissioners 
to submit an opinion to the court, NHRCK chairman Hyun 
Byung-Chul unilaterally tabled the topic. 
 
The international community however, has put special 
attention upon any developments in the Yongsan situation. 
The UN Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights 
(CESCR), in which South Korea is a signatory to, defined 
forced eviction and forced demolition as “a clear violation 
against the economic, social and cultural rights of man.” 

Furthermore the committee has demanded the Korean 
government  to  ensure  sufficient  compensation  and 
guaranteed relocation for evictees. In addition, the UN 
HRC resolution,  “Basic  Principles  and Guidelines  on 
Development-based Eviction and Displacement” clearly 
states that demolition cannot take place in inclement 
weather and during or prior to the complete eviction 
process. 
 
Amnesty International’s Secretary General called on the 
government to, “open a dialogue and negotiate a solution 
urgently so that this issue can be closed in a fair manner.” 
In addition, 56 NGOs jointly held a press conference and 
indicated their united position in regards to the victims of 
the “Yongsan tragedy.” In the report they stated, “We, the 
human rights civil society organizations, strongly urge the 
government  to  immediately  accept  the  UN  CESCR 
recommendations and actively pursue practical solutions 
to the Yongsan issue.”  
 
In the months following, the ruling government has still 
refused to acknowledge its responsibility for the tragedy 
as well as proper compensation for the victims. In an 
interview with the Korea Times Choi Soon-kyung, one of 
the family members of a deceased protestor stated that, 
“many victims are still waiting for more compensation to 
sustain their livelihood, the right to purchase rental 
apartment, and temporary housing to continue their 
businesses.” 
 
However, Park Rae-gun has noted a positive change, 
“Despite pending answers from the government, there 
have indeed been positive signs,” In recent local elections, 
21 out of 25 Seoul district mayors were elected from the 
Democratic Party whose policies clearly oppose the “New 
Town” policy. Nevertheless, he mentioned that Korea still 
has a long way to go, and expressed his wish for the 
Korean government to “at least understand the UN CESCR 
recommendations and create fair conditions for these 

 
 

Park Rae-gun, and His Noble Fight for Justice and Human Rights [Interview] 

Fri June 11 
By In Wan Cho 

“Human rights movement is my life and fate…” 
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What is your opinion on the heavy sentencing and on the 
“New Town” policy? 
In a causal relationship, it was an excessive crackdown. 
Although deaths and injuries were predictable at the time, 
the police forcibly rushed in without any precautionary 
measures. In the trial, the court ruled in favor of the 
government  by  adopting  only  portions  of  victims’ 
testimonies that could be favorable for their position. 
Therefore, the court’s ruling  was clearly  biased and 
ignored the evictees’ suffering. It was a political decision 
which violated the basis of law, justice and conscience. 
 
The “New Town” policy can be seen as necessary to a 
certain extent. For instance, shabby houses and narrow 
streets  are  definitely  creating  inconvenient  living 
conditions for residents. However, prior to 
the  redevelopment  plan,  its  purpose 
should have been aimed at providing a 
better living environment for residents. In 
my understanding, less than 20 percent of 
tenants and business owners were able to 
resettle while 80+ percent were forced out 
of their homes and businesses.  
 
Although many people sympathize with 
the victims of the “Yongsan Tragedy,” the 
victims do not actively fight for their rights 
as they desire to receive the benefits given 
through redevelopment.  Therefore, many 
perceive this issue as a double standard. 
However, people must acknowledge that 
their  indifference  intensifies  the 
polarization of society. Living is not just 
limited  to  housing;  it  also  incorporates  aspects  of 
education and life itself, therefore, the “New Town” policy 
needs to be reevaluated and adjusted. It must ensure that 
the residents can resettle and enjoy the better living 
conditions offered. 
 
What of the rights of evictees? 
Many people do not realize the truth and often are given 
distorted facts. Currently, under the law, evicted small 
business  owners  are  guaranteed  compensation  only 
equivalent to their original four-month income. This is 
unfair however, as these business owners have invested a 
lot more money in their businesses’ premiums, interior 
design and employee wages. Therefore, if the government 
forcibly evicts them without sufficient compensation these 
owners cannot make ends meet. This is why evictees 
chose to resist with violence. 
 
In  reality,  construction  companies  often  purchase 
‘demolition  gangsters’  to  forcibly  evict  tenants  and 
business owners. In the process, these gangsters use 
violence, threats, commit acts of vandalism and create as 
much chaos as possible. 
 
As you can see it’s a catch 22 situation, either suffer from 

the violence and vandalism of thugs, or suffer under 
unjust government authority. As such, it is difficult for 
evictees to claim their rights and receive justice. In the 
case of the “Yongsan tragedy”, Molotov cocktails and golf-
balls were a last resort in a bid to fight injustice. If anyone 
witnessed the actual scene, they could easily understand 
the severity of the situation. It was truly horrifying. 
 
What is a possible solution for the next victims of forced 
eviction? 
The purpose of the “New Town” policy in Korea is aimed 
at supporting real estate, preventing economic stagnation 
and maximizing the benefits of construction companies. 
Unfortunately  this  policy  does  not  mention  any 
improvement of living conditions for residents. 

 
Instead of pushing its policy by force, 
the  government  should  institute  a 
channel to hold sufficient discussions 
with  residents  for  drafting  a  fairer 
redevelopment  project.  It  is  the 
government’s responsibility to ensure 
that indigenous tenants resettle in an 
equivalent or better living arrangement.  
 
The  UN  consistently  urges  the 
government  to ban forced eviction. 
However,  the  government  has 
completely ignored the Committee on 
Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights 
(CESCR)  and  their  recommendations 
and  general  comments.  Our 
government  should  at  least 

acknowledge the importance of the UN recommendations 
and draft a law to prohibit forced eviction. Violence will 
only beget more violence. 
 
How is life as a human rights activist? 
It is painful. Sometimes it gets so painful that I don’t feel 
like meeting victims of human rights abuses, but I know 
that I cannot do such a thing. Every time my heart acts 
before I have second thoughts, because of this I have 
spent my fair share in a prison cell. 
 
Human rights work is my life and destiny. I work in the 
human rights movement because my heart does not let 
me look away from the pain of the disenfranchised. I do 
not always relish my job, but someone has to do it and do 
it right. Nevertheless, it is definitely a rewarding job. 
 
Are there any big plans for the future? 
Because I have been in and out of prison for so long, I am 
resting for now. As a permanent activist in the Sarangbang 
Group for Human Rights, I have been supporting other 
human rights organization since July. However, due to the 
lack of financial resources, things are not panning out as 
well as they should. As such, this year I will be focusing on 
establishing  a  foundation  for  financial  resources  to 
establish necessities like a human rights center which 
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On May 27th, Amnesty International (AI) released their 
annual 2010 report revealing situations of human rights 
abuses in 159 countries, including serious problems of 
human  rights  violations  prevalent  in  South  Korea 
throughout 2009.   
 
Amnesty International in South Korea (AI Korea) held a 
conference at the Korea Press Center in Seoul to discuss 
the 2010 International Report and the organization’s 
official stance on several controversial events in Korea 
today.   
 
In specific, the South Korean government was criticized 
for violating freedom of expression in an attempt to 
control the media and use fear in politics with regards to 
the deadly sinking of Cheonan, a South Korean naval ship 
believed to be an act of a North Korean torpedo.   
 
Regarding  the  teachers  of  Korean  Teachers  and 
Education Workers’ Union facing mass dismissal for 
joining the Democratic Labor Party (DLP), an opposing 
political party, AI said that the government is excessively 
violating the freedom of political participation, assembly, 
and expression.  The ministry has decided to dismiss a 
total of 134 public school teachers for having paid 
membership fees to DLP.  With the G-20 Summit 
scheduled to be held in Seoul this coming November, the 
government seems to be restricting rights and freedoms 
even more by passing the G-20 martial law.   
 
Nam Young-jin, the chairman of AI Korea, wrote in the 
chair’s report, “Some words that were often used back in 
the 1980s such as ‘freedom of the press,’ ‘freedom of 
expression,’ ‘dictatorship and democracy,’ and ‘national 
security and military on alert at the border’ are being 
used again in South Korea today.”  Nam clearly pointed 

out that South Korea’s human rights situation has gone 
backwards. 
 
The report is in accord with the criticisms made by Frank 
La Rue, the UN Special Rapporteur on Freedom of 
Expression who visited South Korea on May 14 to 
investigate human rights conditions.  AI Korea warns the 
government, stating that “silence on the streets does not 

mean peace.” ■ 

Amnesty International Report 2010 on South Korea: 

“Silence on the Streets Does Not Mean Peace” 

Specific problems in South Korea  
mentioned in the Report 

· Foreign migrant workers who are vulnerable to 
unfair treatment, discrimination, sexual harassment, 
and abuse as a result of the current Employment 
Permit System (EPS) 

· Blogger Park Dae-sung or “Minerva” arrested and 
accused of spreading malicious rumors to destabilize 
the economy 

· Four producers and a writer at Munhwa 
Broadcasting Corporation (MBC) accused of 
distorting facts regarding the dangers of US beef in 
the television program PD Notebook and thus 
stimulating the candlelight protests against US beef 
imports 

· Arbitrary arrests and detentions under the National 
Security Law (NSL) 

· The death penalty 

· The downsized National Human Rights 
Commission of Korea (NHRCK) 

· Low recognition of state recognition of refugees and 
asylum-seekers 

Tues June  8 
 By Ji-su Park 
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Suspension of the Munhwa Broadcasting Company (MBC) 
union’s thirty-nine day general strike, was soon followed by 
the company’s decision to terminate the union leader Lee 
Geun-haeng and take disciplinary action against over one 
hundred union members. MBC is Korea’s second largest 
broadcasting station and the event in which disciplinary 
action was taken against such a big number of union 
members  was  unprecedented  in  MBC  history  and 
exceedingly uncommon throughout the world.  
 
News of the company’s retaliatory actions toward the union 
brought anger and disappointment to those who saw MBC 
as “the last bastion” of democracy and freedom of the press 
in modern Korean society. 
 
Critics and members of the union found MBC’s decision to 
terminate union leader Lee Geun-haeng especially unfair 

and  “undemocratic,”  worrying  that  the  large-scale 
punishment on the unionists and the termination of Lee 
Geun-haeng  will  make  a  dramatic  ending  to  the 
government’s “Press Occupation Scenario.” 
 
Arirang TV, Korea Broadcast  Advertising  Corporation 
(Kobaco), YTN, and KBS have already turned into political 
channels, however MBC had continued its lonely struggle 
to protect its independence.  
 
MBC unionists launched the walkout on April  5 in 
opposition to the nomination of pro-government Kim Jae-
chul as new MBC president. 
 
“This entire turmoil essentially resulted from the present 
government’s persistent political conspiracy to use MBC as 
a government informant.(…) The union will never forgive 

Suspension of MBC General Strike Followed By Employment Termination 

Has the Last Bastion  

for Freedom of the Press Collapsed? 

Tues Jun 15 
By Myungsun Kim 

New MBC President Kim Jae-Chul (left) and the Union Leader Lee Geun-Haeng  



 

11  

[Timeline] 

How Korea’s Major Broadcasting Companies Turned Into Political Channels 

Mar 2008 
Choi See-joong Appointed as Chairman of the Korean Communications Commissions (KCC). 
Choi was known as “MB(Lee Myung-bak)’s mentor” 

  Koo Bon-hong Appointed as CEO of the YTN 

Jun 2008 Chung Kuk-Lok Appointed as CEO of Arirang TV 

  Yang Hwee-boo Appointed as CEO of the Korea Broadcast Advertising Corporation (Kobaco) 

Nov 2009 Kim In-kyu Appointed as CEO of the KBS, the largest broad-casting company in Korea 

Feb 2010 Former MBC President Ohm Ki-young replaced by pro-government Kim Jae-chul 

 

Apr 5 
May 6 

May 13 
June 7 

 

MBC Unionists Begin a General Strike, Demanding New President Kim’s Resignation 
UN Special Rapporteur Frank La Rue Visits MBC Unionists 
MBC Union Members Decide to Suspend Their Strike 
Employment Termination Follows Strike Suspension; MBC Decides to Terminate Union Leader Lee Geun-
haeng and Take Disciplinary Actions Against over One Hundred Union Members. 

the government that dismisses the press employees for 
demanding freedom of the press,” declared the union in 
the official announcement they issued on June 4.  
 
Seeing as “the major newspapers are already on their (the 
government’s) side, and KBS and YTN occupied,” the MBC 
union’s battle was largely unknown to the public. Only a 
few people knew of the MBC union general strike, and even 
fewer people knew why the strike occurred. 
 
Choi Moon-soon, a former MBC union leader and now a 
National Assembly member of the Democratic Party of 
Korea, said in an interview with Media Today, that in 
addition to the sequential replacements of high-officials of 
the press companies, “the current government generally 
suppresses the freedom of expression in Internet, Culture, 
and Arts to maintain and secure their political power.”  
 
His argument is in line with the press statement delivered 
on May 17 by the UN Special Rapporteur Frank La Rue who 
wrote in the statement, “the full respect for human rights, 
and in particular the right to freedom of opinion and 
expression has been diminishing [since the candlelight 
demonstrations].”  
 
During his meeting with the MBC union members on May 6, 

Mr. La Rue said, “even if the government owns or 
financially supports public broadcasting, independence of 
the public broadcasting should not be shaken… if it does it 
is a serious matter…the entire society can be at stake 
without the diversity of the press.” 
 
The deteriorating human rights situation—particularly the 
situation  of  the  right  to  freedom  of  opinion  and 
expression—is the reason the MBC union’s strike is so 
difficult and crucial.  
 
During his visit to the strike scene on Apr 16, former KBS 
president Chung Yeon-joo spoke to the MBC union 
members, “I believe you will protect the last bastion (of 
freedom of the press) well. Fight fiercely, and be patient.”  
 
The union technically suspended the strike on May 13, 
though the MBC union’s fight to save “the last bastion” 
campaign persists. 
 
In an interview with the liberal news source, Voice of the 
People,  union  leader  Lee  Geun-haeng  stated,  “This 
situation where the company takes disciplinary action 
against  such  a  large  number  of  union  members 
augmented our anger even more, and made the reason 

we fought even clearer,” ■ 

▲ High officials of nearly all the major broadcasting companies were replaced by those in favor of President Lee.  
CEOs of YTN, Arirang TV, Kobaco, and KBS helped Lee Myung-bak in the presidential campaign as special assistants. 
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Homosexuality  
is No Longer  

a Sin in the Society  
but is Still  

a Crime in the Military 

According to the National Human Rights 
Commission of Korea’s (NHRCK) recent 
decision,  it  determined  that  any 
unnecessary use of handcuffs and ropes 
violated personal freedom as guaranteed 
under Article 12 of the Constitution of 
the Republic of Korea.  
 
The law has required police officers not 
to violate arrested and detained suspects’ 
human rights such as a right to self-
defense,  particularly  without  being 
psychologically  strained  during 
investigation  conducted  by  law 
enforcement  officials.  Therefore,  such 
devices like handcuffs and ropes should 
be used only when there are evident risks 
of flight, violence, disturbance, self-injury, 
and so forth. 
 

NHRCK to stop police abuse of handcuffs  Tues June 15 
By Myungjin Lee 

On June 12, the 11th Korea Queer Culture 
Festival titled “Outing,” took place in 
Cheonggyechon, Seoul. Within the 
Festival there were information booths 
from religious groups, political groups 
and NGOs. A parade took place with 
special guests including Seok-chon Hong, 
one of the first Korean actors to declare 
his homosexuality, and Theodore W. 
Jennings, a professor from the Chicago 
Theological Seminary and advocate of 
Church-LGBT relations.  
 
Aside from this festival, dramas, movies 
and music videos about homosexuality 
are becoming more and more common in 

However, Lee, one of the people who 
filed his complaints to the NHRCK last 
January,  was  handcuffed  without 
reasonable doubt last January when he 
visited a police station in Gyeonggi 
province. When entering, Lee had no 
idea that he was turning himself in: as 
he was “wanted” for failing to pay a 
700,000 won ($700) fine. Soon enough, 
Lee was arrested and handcuffed by 
several police officials. In an interview 
with the Korea Herald, one of the 
police officers said that he handcuffed 
Lee because “he seemed possible to 
flee.” Furthermore, there were no signs 
that the accused was about to flee or 
injure himself while being questioned 
as a suspect.  
 
In  a  similar  case  to  Lee,  another 
complainant  Kim  was  handcuffed 

Korea. A Korean drama, titled 
“Beautiful Life,” depicts love between 
two men and their difficulties in society, 
and the drama has become a sensation 
in Korean society. Expressing different 
sexualities openly has been taboo for a 
very long time in Korea; however 
Koreans have slowly started to accept 
homosexuality within society. Movies 
such as, “The King and The Clown,” 
“Ssanghwajeum” and “No Regret,” 
each depict homosexual love and the 
difficulties of it within the conservative 
mood of society, have also contributed 
to the change and the decline of 
prejudice. 

 
In regards to this changing climate 
Seok-chon Hong said, “Some people 
should have told this kind of story 
beforehand. I appreciate that 
homosexuality is being dealt in mass 
media and I want people to know 
homosexuals can be our friends or 
family members.” Another participant 
in the festival would state that, “Mass 
media is much more effective than our 
sixteen years of effort. It is obvious 
that we gays can show up in the society 
compared to the past.” 
 

Changing perspectives of society on 
sexual minorities is evident due to 
mass media and festivals like these 
acknowledging the presence of 
homosexuality in Korean society. 
H o w e ve r ,  di scr imi n a ti o n  of 
homosexuals still exists, particularly 
within the military. There is 
controversy over clause 92 of the 
Military Criminal Law, which states that, 
“a person who commits sodomy is 
sentenced under  one year 
imprisonment.” Sexual intercourse 
between a man and a woman is subject 
to disciplinary action but sodomy is 
unconditionally punished. The Court 
for Armed Forces argues that clause 92 
infringes gay rights. 

 
On one hand, there is a welcoming 
movement among people towards 
homosexuality in civilian society. On 
the other, homosexuals are treated as 
psychopaths and punished with legal 
penalties in the military. This means 
that there is no agreement in Korean 
society whether same-sex love should 
be dealt as pathological or another 
form of human love and it remains a 
roadblock for homosexual rights  in 

Korea.■ 

because of smoking in a police station 
and  refusing  to  answer  questions 
during his investigation. Because it is 
the right of a criminal suspect to refuse 
to  make  any  self-incriminating 
statements  the  police  extend 
themselves beyond their power in this 
situation as well. Therefore, applicable 
regulations prohibit police officers from 
using police devices on such grounds.  
 
NHRCK additionally figures that many 
police stations including other Seoul 
branches  violate  detainees’  human 
rights in similar cases, and has ordered 
the police department to strengthen 
human  rights  education  to  its  law 
enforcement personnel and reprimand 
the police officers related to this matter. 
As such, the NHRCK expects this strong 
decision to prevent further recurrences 

Tues Jun 15 

By Hyoyeol Chong 
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Recent research has shown that in 
Korea one out of seven elders is abused 
at home while the benefits for them 
are  shrinking  rapidly.  According  to 
research from the Korean Institute for 
Health and Social Affairs, 14% of the 
elderly were domestically abuse either 
verbally or physically. 
 
The  most  common  form of  abuse 
documented was verbal, taking up two 
thirds  of  documented  abuse  while 
abandonment was second with 22%. 
The children were the most commonly 
responsible for the abuse, with 50% 
while spouses and the spouse of the 
children took around a quarter each. 
Although more than 40% of the abusers 
had only elementary education, college 
graduates also contributed to 14% of 
the abuse. Women were the victims 
75% of the time, while people in the 
rural zones were more likely to abuse 
than their urban counterparts. 

 

The first steps for a solution came at 
2005, when the first call center for 
elderly abuse was established. Over a 
thousand calls poured in every month 
in which 60% of the calls sought refuge 
from physical and verbal abuse, while 
another 20% were from abandoned 
senior citizens. 
 
An alarming 600 calls sought help from 
domestic sexual abuse while further 
studies showed that not only children, 
but also grandchildren and spouses of 
children were the main instigators of 
abuse. 
 
According to Cookie News, the number 
of calls increased to 1,567 per month in 
2006, 2,291 per month in 2007, and a 
staggering 2,760 in 2008. 

14% of the Elderly 
Abused at Home 

Tues Jun 22 
By  Hyun Kyu Kim 

Lee Ra, a 33-year-old immigrant from Mongolia who obtained South Korean citizenship 
only two years ago, was elected to the provincial council of Gyeonggi Province as a 
proportional representative for the Grand National Party.   
 
In her interview with Yonhap news, Lee said, “When we make a decision to come to this 
country, we think of spending the rest of our lives here.  So we don’t want to be treated 
as foreigners all the time.  While newcomers should make efforts to adjust to a new 
environment, the government needs to provide more support for them to help deal 
with the language barrier, the lack of job opportunities, and sometimes, discrimination.” 
 
The South Korean local elections held on June 2nd were significant.  Many political 
parties across the nation including the Grand National Party, Liberty Forward Party, and 
the  Participation  Party  had  “multicultural  candidates”  as  their  candidates  for 
proportional representatives.  Proportional representatives gain seats in the provincial 
councils according to the number of votes their party receives in the election.   
 
Lee’s win holds a great symbolic significance in South Korean society, since she became 
the first naturalized Korean citizen to be elected to a public office in South Korea.   
 
This year’s local elections were very unprecedented, since there were six multicultural 
candidates in several political parties.  But Lee was the only candidate who was elected 
to the office.  In the council of Gyeonggi Province, Lee plans to work on policies to 
improve employment and education for female foreign migrants and their children. 
 
Lee first came to Korea in September 2003 after marrying a South Korean businessman.  
She changed her name from Gerel Nergur, a Mongolian name, to Lee Ra, a Korean name.  
Lee obtained South Korean citizenship in October 2008 and has been helping other 
foreign brides and multicultural families as a marriage-based immigrant herself.  
Currently, Lee works at a Seoul immigration office and volunteers at a multicultural 
support center in Seongnam.   
 
The National Election Commission of South Korea recently stated that today, 88,000 
naturalized citizens and 12,899 foreign nationals who have been permanent residents of 
South Korea for more than three years have the right to vote.   

“I want to help multicultural families” 

Lee Ra,  

Korea’s 1st immigrant  

to be elected  

to a provincial council: 

Tues Jun 15 
By Ji-Su Park 
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On June 7th a girl was raped in Seoul by a mentally deranged 
man. This case, just four months after a teenage girl was 
raped in Busan, has sent alarm and concern throughout the 
nation. The girl was severely injured and underwent intense 
surgery in her anal and genital regions and is expected to 
undergo roughly 6 months of physical therapy and will 
suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder. This incident has 
incited citizens and the government is currently considering 
various ways to control sex crimes and strengthen school 
security via security cameras, electronic tracking anklets on 
offenders, and chemical castration.   
 
The 8-year-old victim was kidnapped at her school in 
Youngdeungpo-gu, Seoul, by 45-year-old Kim Soo-cheol.  
Kim, a day laborer who failed to find work that morning, 
was drunk and went into the school through the open gates 
to find the victim alone in the playground.  Kim blindfolded 
the girl and forced her to walk with him to his home by 
threatening her with a box cutter, and proceeded to rape 
the girl within the confines of his home. 
 

When Kim fell asleep afterwards, the victim escaped and 
went back to the school where a teacher found her crying 
in blood-soaked pants and called the police.  The police 
began their investigation based on the victim’s testimony 
and the CCTVs around the school.   
 
After the tragedy, the Seoul Metropolitan Board of 
Education immediately passed a 3.4 billion won ($2.8 
million)  budget  on  placing  school  zone  patrols  on 
weekdays as well  as on holidays.  In  addition, the 
municipal government is considering connecting its U-City 
children’s safety system with the Ministry of Justice’s 
electronic anklet system in order to notify teachers and 
parents  when  a  convict  with  an  electronic  anklet 
approaches the premises of the school.  
 
Moreover, the Seoul Metropolitan Office of Education has 
now made it mandatory for visitors to wear name tags 
upon entering school grounds for 580 elementary schools 
in Seoul.  Visitors who wish to visit a student must register 
their names, contact numbers, reasons for the visit, and 

No One Protected an 8-Year-Old Girl:  

the Theft of Innocence  
Will the rights of criminals supersede the protection of children? 

 On June 15, the child rapist Kim Soo-cheol ▶ 

is heading to his house with the police  
as he demonstrates his crime of June 7 at 

an elementary school in Youngdeungpo-gu, 
Seoul. (Seoul=Yonhap News) Lee Jieun  

Mon Jun 21 
By Ji-Su Park 
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their relationship with the student.  However, it is still 
uncertain whether all the schools throughout the nation 
will adopt the system implemented in Seoul. 
 
Regardless, many parents are angry at the fact that 
despite the recent child rape tragedies, the government 
has not installed enough CCTVs around schools. According 
to a report submitted by the Ministry of Education, of the 
11,249 schools throughout South Korea, 4,494 schools still 
lack CCTVs or other security devices. 
 
Given the situation, amendments to the laws against sex 
offenders have been lobbied aggressively by the populace.  
The current law regarding the electronic anklet system, 
states that only the Central Control Center of the Ministry 
of Justice can track the electronic anklet system in order 
to protect the sex offenders’ privacy.  However, after 
Kim’s case, many people argue that the safety of the 
innocent comes before the rights and privacy of convicted 
sex offenders.  
 
Within this debate also comes the discussion of the death 
penalty.  As  such  a  crime  is  matched  with  capital 
punishment in other countries, the debate rages on in 
regards to Kim’s fate. Pro-death penalty groups principally 
argue  that  by  executing  extreme  criminals,  many 
innocents can be protected.  On the other hand, anti-
death penalty groups claim that life in prison also 
guarantees  protection  from  future  crimes  by  the 
apprehended felons.  Furthermore, the decision to kill is 
also heavily contested on both sides furthering the 
controversy regarding capital punishment. 
 
An alternative to the death penalty was the proposal of 
chemical castration, which involves administering drugs to 
sex offenders or child rapists to weaken their sexual 
impulses. Detractors argue against chemical castration 
due to the temporary effects of the procedure and/or the 
violation of basic human rights of criminals. However, 
Grand  National  Party Rep.  Park  Min-shik’s  chemical 
castration bill  was  recently  passed by the national 
assembly by a sweeping vote furthering the focus of the 
majority upon the safety of the innocent over the rights of 
sex offenders.  
 
Meanwhile, there are voices of concern regarding Kim’s 
mental disorders.  This child rape case was not Kim Soo-
cheol’s first sex crime: Kim was imprisoned for 15 years 
after raping a woman whose husband was tied up with 
rope beside his wife in 1987.  After his release, Kim’s 
psychiatrist  diagnosed Kim with paranoid personality 
disorder  and depression.   Kim’s  psychiatrist  said  to 
Kookmin-Ilbo, “People like Kim need healthy, sane people 
in their lives to reform them, but there was nobody for 
Kim.”   
 
Others suggest that Kim was a monster created by society 
as a whole.  Lee Su-jeong, a professor of criminal 

psychology at Gyeonggi University, wrote to Segye-Ilbo: “We 
ourselves put our children in danger: our drinking culture, our 
popular culture in which even the teenage girls are in lingerie 
on stage, porn on internet that’s only one click away, and the 
online  chat  that  creates  an  environment  for  sexual 
exploitation and sex trafficking of minors. Our everyday life is 
surrounded by such vulgar sex culture.”   
 

In March of 2010, South Korea granted citizenship to a refugee 
for the first time in the nation’s history. The refugee, a 38-year-
old Ethiopian man who arrived in 2001 however, this milestone 
event cannot be extended to others pursuing asylum.  
 
After several acts of espionage by North Korean defectors, the 
South Korean Justice Department has rejected a large number of 
refugees to give asylum. Due to the heated political climate 
between North and South Korea and anti-terrorism strategies, 
national  security  concerns  easily  ignore human rights  for 
refugees. Thus, a number of refugees who seek legal resolution 
are dramatically increasing; 121 cases have been filed to the 
Seoul  Administrative Court  from January to May of  2010 
compared to 15 cases in 2008. The Korea Justice Department 
rejected 994 refugees in 2009 a feat considered sudden and 
unusual by international standards.  
 
These decisions were made based on cases of espionage by 
North Korean defectors such as Kim Soon-nyeo, a 36 year-old 
woman under custody. According to Seoul’s Yonhap News, she 
reportedly passed herself off as a refugee from the closed 
communist state, then began a relationship with a former 
subway employee. After courtship the employee would hand her 
classified information, including emergency contacts for Seoul's 
subway system. South Korean authorities fear the information 
could have been used by Pyongyang for terrorist attacks.  
 
In 1992 the South Korean government adopted the 1951 Refugee 
Convention, since then they have received a total of 2,492 
applications for asylum, most from North Korea.  
 
According to Korean law, article 16-2 related to refugee rights 
maintains that people can seek protection in Korea immediately 
but the Korea Justice Department only guarantees 90 days to 
legally stay in Korea, after which they expel or reject a majority 
of refugees instead of granting them asylum. Even though the 
law has defined refugees as people who are from an area of 
which there is a fear of infringement of life, body and physical 
freedom, there are still people who are not refugees still in need 

of international protection. ■ 

Korea Government’s  
high rejection rate of refugees  

a matter of national security 

Tues June 15 
By Myungjin Lee 
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Amid mounting tension of inter-Korean relations, the South 
Korean government has started investigating anyone who is 
spreading “false” information on the Cheonan incident. The 
Cheonan, a South Korean naval ship was suspected of being 
sunk by North Korean weaponry and has since worsened 
relations between both nations. Since May 20th, netizens, 
professors and even investigation team members have 
questioned the credibility of the Cheonan investigation 
report and spread allegations in forms of leaflets, blogs, 
posters, news columns, and reports. 
 
In response, the Seoul Central District Prosecutors' Office 
apprehended and investigated around 20 cases. However, 
many are concerned that excessive judicial measures might 
dampen the freedom of expression particularly with the 
government’s prior handlings of other similar events. 
 
The Seoul Metropolitan Police Agency (SMPA) reported that 
dozens of leaflets that challenge the Cheonan investigation 
report were found in college campuses, hospitals, shopping 
districts, and subway stations. According to Korea Times, 
some of the posts and leaflets read several sensitive slogans, 
such as "President Lee has ordered the military in a closed-
door meeting to make full preparations to carry out a 
preemptive strike against the North." SMPA Chief Jo Hyun-
oh promised to “take the strictest measures against those 
who spread false rumors.” 
 
The former presidential secretary, Park Seon-won, and the 
former member of the multinational investigation team, 
Shin Sang-chul, are under SMPA investigation for accusing 
the government of holding secret information and claiming 
that they, “wrote the ‘1 beon’ marking on the shaft,” one of 
the  striking  evidences  supporting  the  multinational 
investigation team’s report. 
 
Until recently, 10 out of 50 cases were scheduled to be 
handled by legal action in connection with the violation of 
National  Security  Law  and  the  Framework  Act  on 
Telecommunications. 
 
However, there have been continuous disputes and lawsuits 
to claim the violation of ‘freedom of expression’ in the 
Korean constitution. The internet daily entitled Voice of the 
People criticized the police by stating that “even if the blog 
posts suggest false information like claiming the South 
Korea’s preemptive strike, those cannot fall under any legal 
punishment.” 
 

Last  year,  “Minerva,”  a  blogger  well-known  for  his 
predictions  on  Korean  economy,  was  similarly 
apprehended  and  imprisoned  for  spreading  alleged 
economic  information  and  destabilizing  the  Korean 
economy. However, in accordance with the freedom of 
expression guaranteed by the Korean constitution and the 
inapplicability of the telecommunication law, “Minerva” 
was acquitted and released. 
 
This year, the government raised the issue again and 
incited public fear of creating a second “Minerva.” Hwang 
Hee-suk from Lawyers for a Democratic Society suggested 
that, “Just as the government instigated public fear to 
accomplish its intended goal by utilizing governmental 
authority in the case of ‘Minerva,’ the government intends 
to block any thought or suspicion regarding the Cheonan 
incident in advance.” 
 
In line with Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights1, the UN special rapporteur on freedom of 
expression, Frank La Rue, in a press conference in Korea 
on May 17, also stated that “no one should be prosecuted 
for the mere expression of opinions, even though it may 
be incorrect,” which is why “prohibition by law of untrue 
and unverified information constitutes a disproportionate 
restriction on the right to freedom of expression.” 
 
Regarding the Article 47 of the Framework Act on 
Telecommunications2, the internet daily Voice of the 
People criticized the act stating that it severely lacked 
clarity and proportionality. “Particularly, the terms like 
‘false information’ and ‘political intent’ are not clearly 
defined and thus could impose limitations on freedom of 
expression. 
 
Concerned people in an emergency conference on May 25 
criticized the government that “in a situation where no 
understandable evidence is found, questions raised by the 
public  should be regarded as a request for overall 
reexamination, and thus police investigation for these 
contents is an excessive measure to forbid people from 
speaking and to force them to trust the government 

A Returning Panic of 
the Second “Minerva” 

—Cheonan Crisis 
Fri June 15 

By In Wan Cho 

▲ A leaflet doubting the government investigation result: 
“Fabricated truth about the Cheonan incident, even dogs will 
laugh at it.” The college student who made this leaflet was 
jailed for “spreading false rumors.” 
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Development of the Cheonan Crisis 

26 March 2010 The Cheonan navy vessel sank after the explosion, 
which resulted in 46 deaths 

20 May 2010: The multinational investigation team presented an official 
report on how a North Korean submarine infiltrated South Korea and 
torpedoed the Cheonan vessel. 

24 May 2010: President Lee publicly accused North Korea of its 
military provocation and announced the use of ultra-hardline measures 

04 June 2010: South Korea officially referred the Cheonan case to the 
United Nations Security Council 

A 16 year-old female student died on 2 June at a high 
school located in Kimpo District of Gyeonggi Province after 
receiving punishment for being late to school in the 
morning. The Kimpo police reported, "on 1 June at 
8:10AM, the student was ordered to do to multiple 'squats 
and stand-ups' as a punishment with 6 fellow tardy 
classmates near the entrance of the school. The student 
collapsed during the process and was sent to a nearby 
hospital, she passed away at 10AM the next day." 
  
The Korean press reported that in 2008 the student 
underwent surgery to remove her gall bladder and in May 
of this year, surgery for urinary incontinence. She had also 
been taking long-term medication for treatment. 
  
The school has defended itself in stating that most 
teachers knew of the student's condition but due to the 
large population of students, they were not able to notify 
every single teacher. Although the punishment may have 
not been severe, the exertion on the student may have 
been  excessive. 
 
This  is  not  the  first  incident  of  excessive  school 
punishment reported in the South Korean media. It is a 
well-known  fact  that  South  Korean  schools  have 
disciplined students through physical punishment. In 2006, 
a high school senior was sent to a hospital after being hit 

blindly.” ■ 

 

 
1 “Everyone has the right to freedom of  opinion and expression; this right 
includes freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, 
receive  and  impart  information  and  ideas  through  any  media  and 
regardless of  frontiers,” 
 

200 times on the rear for being tardy and not following 
the  school's  hair  code.  In  2009,  another  student 
committed suicide after being punished in the school 
hallway and was told to write a memorandum to quit 
school  if  tardy  again. 
 
Following this recent incident, netizens all over have 
expressed their condolences and disapproval of such 
punishment with comments such as "we shouldn't be 
teaching students by chastising them with punishment" 
and "was it necessary to punish a sick student?" 
 
Several measures have been taken by the South Korean 
government to reform and improve the situation but 
physical  punishment  is  still  prevalent  in  many 
schools. With local elections recently held on 2 June, 
many hope that the new progressive superintendents of 
education  for  Seoul,  Gwak  No-Hyun,  and  Gyeonggi 
Province, Kim Sang-gon, provide more support for the 
Student  Human  Rights  Ordinance,  a  student-led 
organization advocating for student rights.  
 
The two electees have campaigned for more extensive 
student  human  rights  which  recently  led  to  the 
eradication of all forms of physical punishment at schools 
on 19 July. With Gwak No-Hyun’s bold beginning, many 
expect greater changes and improvement within schools.

■ 

Death by School Punishment Tues June 15 
By Mirae Kang 

A student-made newsletter titled “The Truth about the Cheonan Incident” ▶  
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From the basic right to information on candidates to actually 
attempting to vote in the recent Regional Elections (2 June 
2010), people with disabilities have been denied the exercise 
of their rights. The Korean government, which adopted the 
UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in 
2009, is legally obligated to protect the voting rights of the 
disabled as mandated in article 29 of the convention. 
However, the requirements to ensure the equal voting rights 
of the disabled have faced a few issues in the recent regional 
elections. 
 
The first issue is the right to learn about the candidates. 
According to Mr. Oh Gwang-Ho from the Korea Association 
for the Deaf, “On the websites of candidates, there was no 
information whatsoever on any place for the deaf who only 
know sign language.” He continued, “A little recognition for 
people with disabilities would bring out the voters in droves, 
but I feel sad about the current situation which stops the 
voters.”  
 
At least three TV political ads were broadcast without 
adequate sign language translation. The TV broadcast for the 
Gyeonggi Province Debate was also shown with no sign 
language because it was considered to “take up too much 
space.”  
 

Another problem is in regard to election materials created 
by candidates and distributed by the National Election 
Commission.  These  election  materials  serve  as  the 
backbone of information on the basis of which people 
vote since at least one packet is distributed to every 
household.  
 
Yonhap News reported that 16% of the candidates for 
regional elections made no materials for the visually 
impaired. Less than 50% of the Candidate’s texts were put 
into Braille and of that amount only the material regarding 
the candidate’s policies for people with disabilities was in 
Braille. Among the many candidates, only three were 
shown to have made brochures that translated all of their 
pledges into Braille.  
 
The problem was exacerbated further when the National 
Election Commission changed laws to restrict Braille 
editions to the same amount of pages as written print 
editions. Generally, Braille needs about three times more 
space than text. Due to these space limits, information 
had to be cut out. Furthermore, under the current laws, 
candidates have to go to each district to find a list of the 
visually impaired with each district having different laws 
over releasing such information. 
  
Another issue is in getting to the voting polls. Instructions 
to get to the voting booths were in plain text without 
support in Braille. To counter this problem, the South 
Korean  Government  initiated  “Disabilities  Call-Taxi 
Service.” However, Medical  Today reported that the 
average waiting time for the taxis in Seoul was between 2 
to 5 hours.  
 
To address these problems, the National Human Rights 
Commission of Korea has started a monitoring project to 
maintain  the  compliance  of  article  29  of  the  UN 
Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. A 
reported 113 personnel will monitor polling places across 

No Voting Rights for  

People with Disabilities? 
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By  Hyun Kyu Kim 
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